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K 


 @937O 5 CO eH OPV LY 


R 
SA ta tl : 
ORS ee Sia 
» eee . * " 
poset pn e OE EAT , 
ce = ne 


, Oe 


1 


. OR N : : i 


( 15 ) 


I,—Foreton Porrrios. 


The Rosnama-i- Muka 


ass 1 erie The disquiet in the Persian Gulf is main] 

due to the fact that Turkey has given to Germany the contract for the 
construction of the Bugdad Railway. Of course if the Koweit question remains 
unsettled, it would be very difficult for Turkey to take the line through that 
place. It is to be borne in mind that neither can the Shaikh of Koweit 
declare himself independent of Turkey, nor can any Luropean Power help him 
in the way he wishes. Reuter's statement that the actions of the Porte at 
Koweit are against the treaty between England and Turkey appears incorrect 
on the very face of it; because according to that treaty no Power can interfere 


has the following :— 


with the suzerainty of the Porte over Koweit. The fact is that when the 


Shaikh suw that he was faced on one side by the Turkish troops, and on the 
other by those of the ruler of Nejd, he thought that the safest course for him 
was to throw off the Turkish yoke... We do not think that England will go the 


lenghth of supporting the Shuikh in his unrighteous course, 


II.—Homt: ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


2. The Manbhum [ Purulia] of the 3ist December draws attention 
to the cruel amusement, indulged in by the people 

a in the Manbhum’ of the Manbhum district, of setting two cocks, 
* with knives tied to their foet, to fight each other. 
When the cocks fall on the ground mortally wounded, they are killed with 
sticks or bv being dashed to the ground, the sight being too painful to be 
witnessed by any man possessedof fe eling. N 
Attention has been more than once drawn to this cruel 2 but 
without effect. How long will such an objectionable form of amusement 
be tolerated in the country, where fisierwomen are fined for breaking the claws 
of crabs, and. where much time and labour are spent to prevent cruelty to 
animals? yh 
8. Referring to a recent order by the Inspector-General of Police, 
T Assam, ö 6 in 2 — 

| er, by the Tuspector- to repair by their own hands their cooking-sheds 
n en eee in 9 the Dacca Gazeite [Dacca] of the 6th 
January says that an enforcement of the order cannot: but cause hardship 
to the constables—public servants whose legitimate duties do not include house 
repairing. Many of them belong to tho higher castes, and it is sheer poverty 
that has compelled them to enter the police service. They are unaceustomed 
to the work which they are now required to do, and will be lowered in the 
estimation of their amej if they doit. It is the duty of the Public Works 
Department and not of police constables to repair houses. It is hoped that 
the Chief Commissioner of Assam will direct a withdrawal of this unjust order. 


"| (@)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Hifavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd January says that, with the 

Th 3 advance of age, the Ist Munsif of Netrokona in the 
ane of Netrakons, Mymensingh district appears to have lost his brain, 
5 He beats every person, whether a rustio or a man 
of respectable birth, whom he happens to come across on his way to or from hig 
hurt. In his Court he has displaced table and chair by quilts and pillows. 
His mode of trying cases has become a source of great inconvonience to the 
er fr. who are obliged to seek the help of the peshkar in all matters. By 
ribing the peshkar a Small Cause Court suit may be finished in one day or 
protracted for days. Costs of adjourments are taken by the peshkar in 
contravention of a High Court Circular, which says that such costs shall be 
a J by the parties. The authorities are requested to enquire into the 
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Baar Mr. a, 
Jan. th, 1908. 


Courts in Bengal 


G ent. The amla have to work so very b they | 
the condition of the women whose fate Hood has lamented. in his famous Song of 
the Shirt. Heavy accumulation of work ina few hands is the cause of the 
standing complaint regarding oe 
will be surprised to hear of the heavy amount of work that the Execution Clerk 


( 16 ) 


. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 6th January says that for a long 
ge : time 1655 members of the Subordinate Judie 
Block of business in the Civil Service and the Civil Court amia in Bengal have 
‘heen suffering great injustice at the hands of the 

ind that they may well envy 


ing the block of business in the Civil Courts. One 


of a Civil Court has to dispose of, An order issued by the High Court directs 
that the papers of an execution case should be prepared within six days from 
the date of its decision, but often they are not prepared in even three weeks. 

The issue of summonses, etc., is another cause of delay in the pr of 

business in the Civil Courts. In this country it is said to be the habit of witnesses 

to disregard summonses. It is complained that they will not appear unless they 

are thrice summoned. District Judges may, if tney try, remedy to some extent 

this state of things. but generally they are not clever enough to be able to 

do that. 


(d) — Educa tion. 


6. The Bharat Mitra [Cal-utta) of the 4th January says that the 

. . success of the Muhammadan Educational Conference 

The Muhammadan Educational was due to the fact that the European officials were 

N in sympathy with it. The Conference held at Madras 

was attended by a good many influential officials, including the Governor of 

Madrvs himself. The Governor said in his speech that Government would 
consider the just demands of the Musalmans. 


(e). Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


7. Referring to the resolution recently recorded by the Bengal 
Government on the expenditure incurred on water- 
supply by the District Boards in Bengal in. 1900- 
1901, the Sri Sri Veshun Priya-o-Ananda Bazar 
Patrika [Calcutta] of the Ist January writes as follows :— 
It is Bengal’s misfortune that the heart-rending distress caused in the 
rovince by severe scarcity of water has failed to make an impression on the 
ind heart of Sir John Woodburn. It is the order of the Government that in 
future not a cowrs should be spent by District Boards on water-supply. Accord- 
ing to Government “the provision of wholesome . water in villages * * ® 
has always been regarded asone of the chief duties of the landowner.” But 
how can the landowner remove water-scarcity unless he is allowed to levy a 
tax from his tenants for the purpose? And how can he levy such a tax when 
it is a fact that the tenants already pay Road and Public Works cesses for the 
eame purpose, the purpose, that is, of removing water-scarcity. The whole 
thing therefore comes to this, that the Road and Public Works cesses which 
tenants pay for the supply of their local wants willin future prove of no use 
to them; that the proceeds of those cesses will be devoted by the Government 
to other objects, aud that if they can pay fresh taxes to the landowner then 
and then only may their distress on account of water-scarcity be removed. 

The Government views with disapproval the expenditure by District 
Boards in 1900 1901 of nearly Rs. 31,000 on water-supply. It is probable | 
that in this matter the Lieutenant-Governor has been guided by the 
brilliant report which the Commissioner of the Chota Nagpur Division has 
submitted to His Honour about the sufficiency of water in that division. ; 

That the provision of pure and wholesome water in villages is a daty of 
the landowner cannot be gainsaid. Let Government return to the landowner 

the money which it realises from the people as Road and Public Works cesses, 
and let District Boards be u and then may Government take the 
landowner to task if he fails ta remove the water-scarcity which now afflicts 
the villages in Bengal. Instead of doing that, Government is breaking its 
promises to the people, spending their hard-earned money on objects other 
tian those on which it promised to spend it, leaving them to suffer from acute 


The Bengal Government and 
the question of water-supply. 


~ we a onal a 


a ä 


water-scarcity, and at last shaking off its responsibility by unjustly shifting it 
on to the shoulders of the landowner. In fact B ereet the people 
is only an idle profession. F ree 
8. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th January is sorry that the 
The Calentta Municipality. Calcutta lunicipality has served notices on the 
owners of some bustee huts requiring them to 
remove their huts, together with the materials, within one month, and saying 
that if they fail to do this, the Municipality would undertake the removal at 
the owners expense, Every one will see that it is quite impossible for a man 
of ordinary means to manage such a thing within the short period of a month, 
and it is astonishing that such notices should be issued under the eyes of a 
Chairman like Mr. Greer. The Municipal: authorities ought also to be a 
little more liberal in awarding compensation for the huts which are demolished 
under its orders. Sir John Woodburn should show some sympathy with the 


poor rate-payers of Calcutta in this matter. 


9. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of ag 6th 8 anuary says — at all street - 

. Ea ee sweepings in Ranaghat town are daily collected 
. ⅛w» ee — situate * the central part of. the town. 
This makes the locality very unhealthy. The Municipal authorities. should 
moreover consider whether they have the right to allow sweepings to be 
collected on another’s land. The quarters allotted to the municipal mehters 
are situate near the local hospital and in a respectable part of the town. The 


filthy habits of these men are greatly responsible for the insanitary condition 


of the locality. ‘These mehters kill pigs with the most inhuman tortures in 


the midst of the town. For these reasons their quarters should be removed to 


some thinly populated part of the town, 


 (g)—Railways and communications, includin7 o inals and irrigalioꝝ. 


10. The Medins Bandhav [Midnapore] of the Ist January complains 

sth ; of the extremely bad condition of the road between 

an vat toed in the Midnapore Patna hat and Depal under. the Ramnagar Local 
„ Board in the Midnapore district. In many 
places the road has almost become level with the adjoining fields, and its 
sides overgrown with jungle. It is the most important road in the locality 
and a large traffic geet over it. During the last five years, the Local Board 
8 been * rigs y petitioned for the purpose of getting the road repaired, 
t to no effect. | : 


(h)— General. 


11. The yoti [Chittagong] of the 2nd January has seen with astonish- 
. . ao ment the recent — in the opium sale rules. 
Pe hg change in the opium ale The ultimate result of the change is uncertain, 
; , but for the present it will encourage, instead of 
checking, the smuggling of opium from Chittagong to Burma, which is 
regarded by Government as the principal centre of contraband trade in opium. 
Henceforward licensed shop-keepers will be allowed to purchase any quantities 
of opium they like without any check or interference by even a District 
Magistrate, though they will not be allowed to retail more than five tolas, as 
before, to any single purchaser. The shop-keepers of Chittagong are actually 
urchasing very large quantities of the drug. How are they to dispose of 
em? The truth is that they will sell the opium to smugglers from Akyab 
and Rangoon. Formerly smugglers used to get opium from distant places 
like Allahabad, Benares, Patna, Gaya, Hooghly and Calcutta, and had to run 
great risk of detection in course of transit. But now the r of Tek. 
naaf, Nihla and other places on the Burma frontier will get plenty of opium 
from the Chittagong chop keepers without the least fear of detection. Such 
smuggling cannot be checked without the employment of à large staff of 
detective officers, CCC . 
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12 The Hitavadi (Caleutta] of the 3rd January says that the 
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Reduced boat-hire for a Pest 
Office in the Tippera district. 


postman attached to the Paitala Branch Post 
Office in the Tippera district has to distribute 
| letters in 15 villages, of which five are sifuated 
on. the other side of a bil. In order to go from the Post Office to these. five 
villages; a boat has to be kept for six mon:hs in the year, and it is required for 
four months for the purpose of visiting the other villages. But the postman 
receives boat-hire for four months only at the rate of Rs, 2 per month. But 
eight or ten years ago postmen attached to this office used to receive boat-hire 
for six — 5 at the rate of Rs. 4 per month. ee 


3 VI.—MisomLANRZoOUs. e e 
13. The Bangavasi 4 of the 4th January condemns the action 
. of the leaders of the Congress in permitting the 


. 


the Congress. students of the Calcutta Schools and Colleges to 


form themselves a volunteer escort and place their 

services at the disposal of the delegates. Was it proper, it asks, to make the 
students put on the dress of volunteers? ‘Was it right to make each of them 
pay a subscription of one rupee to the Congress fund? Were the services 
ired of most of these student volunteers such as should ordinarily be 
rendered by respectable people? Was the permission of their parents or 
guardians obtained before they were enlisted as volunteers? Were the School 


or College authorities concerned consulted on the point? Would the real 


business before the Congress have suffered in any way if the students had not 
been equipped in that charming (style, if each boy had not worn a red. 
bandage on his breast and carried in his hand a cvloured wooden spear 
supporting a flag, if the Captain of the volunteers had not been made to sound 
a bugle; in short, if this student corps had not been given the name of 
volunteers? Could not these students be made in the usual way and while 
wearing their usuai dress to perform the duties they did? The last question 
which the writer would ask is whether or no the fact of these high caste 
Hindu boys rendering the sort of service they rendered to the delegates has 
n about any moral deterioration. 0 
In this connection, nobody will blame the boys for what they did. It is 
the leaders of the Congress who did a most reprehensible thing by thus 
playing with their tastes and inclinations, and diverting their attention, which 


‘should be wholly devoted to study, to frivolous amusements, It is no wonder 


that the question has occasioned a difference of opimion among the leaders of 
the Congress movement. 2 peeps 


Uriya Papers, 


14. The Samvad Vahika | Balasore | of the 26th December is of opinion 


Pe et that the peasantry in the Balasore district have 

e 3 newt reaped a poor harvest, and that their food-stuff 

will last for a couple of months more. ‘lhe writer regrets that alread 
export of rice has commenced. The Utkuldipika [Cuttack] of the 28t 


‘December is however of opinion that, on an average, a ten anna paddy arop 
has been 1 in all the districts of Orissa taken together. 
The 


15. Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 25th ‘December is 


sorry to learn that the health of the Balasore 
_ Health of the Balasore dirttiot. district is not good and that malarial fever is 


making its way into that district by and by. 


16. The Samba pur Hitaishini [Barora] of the 18th December contains 


d as Hae 4 notice of the Uriya speech, deli- 
uth School - , wid 


vered Mr. K. G. Gupta at Nayagurh School, 


and hopes that the pupils of that school, including 


3 


their patron, the Nayagurh Raja, will or much thereby. 


17. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore of the 18th December is sorry 


to notice that the results of the last Middle Engbisn 


Phe lest Middle, Eoglish em! and: M; in : Fug 
1. r ee and: Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examinations 


Examinations in Orissa. in Orissa have been’ very bad, and that schodls 
noted for their efficiency have fared worse. The 


1 oe 
yathorities: will try to ascertain the cate 


of this unex Sarees OO ee Rete: | Fi Ls ec 
* Fitais ini Bamra] of the 25th December approves 
8 fe Riggs ets 5 Ee 1 tals thd letter of the Séeeretary 


The Congress and Indian arts 4. the Indian National Congress’ was drafted} 
e whereby the delegates were invited to attend the 
Congress meetings clad in country-made elothes, thereby proving to the 
Indian people that nothing was so near the Hearts of their representatives as 
the development of Indian manufacture and ‘industry. | das an sib 

19, — to the proceedings of the Puri Sanatan Diarma Rakshini 
| Sabha, Whose attention has been drawn to the 
Tue management of the Jagen- mismanagement of the Puri temple, the Uthaldipika 
0 [Cuttack | of the 28th Decediber observes. that 
eomplaints against the management of the Jagannath temple’ have of late 
become numerous, and it behoves the public and their Government to do the 
20. Referring to the arguments of Lord Curzon in support of the 
| „appointment of a Civilian Chief Judge at Rangoon 
San and. — of as put forth in His Excellency's speech delivere 
in that town, the same paper observes that the 
arguments were not convincing, as no sufficient ground wes shown for dis- 
regarding the wishes of the people, who demanded a Barrister Judge and 
who preferred him to a Civilian Judge. The writer has moreover reason to 
ehend that the question of the separation of the Judiciary from the 
ecutive that is now before the Government of India, will receive scanty 
attention from His Excellency. | ; Peon 
21. Referring to the decision of Government that no corrections will 
— 3 1 be allowed in the Collector's copy of a record-of- 
8 er ear reenons m rights, and that any correction made in the Zamin- 
dar's copy of the same document will be charged for 
at a particular rate, the same paper points out that the decision is not at all fair. 
Any palpable mistake that may be found in the Collector's copy ought to be 
corrected by him with the sanction of the Board of Revenue, and the zamindars 
ought to have their copies corrected free of charge. The writer urges that it 
would be extremely unjust and harassing to compel parties to go to the Civil 
Court with the object of making collectors correct their mistakes. f 
22. The death of Nawab Babadur Sir Khwaja Absanullah, k. 0 1. E., of 


Dacca, is mourned by all the native papers of Orissa. 


N 1 Ez bear testimony to his liberality and public 
23, The same paper draws 9 ee of 8 ng * the state of 
f vue the hand-loom industry in India, and observes‘ that 
7 asd o industry may be made to flourish by the intro- 
duction of fly-shuttle and other ingenious contrivances that may be imported 


from Europe at a small cost and made adaptable to the simple machinery of 


native loom. 
24. The same paper draws the attention of the local eductional 


The Rambag Middle English futhorities to the state of the Rambag Middle 


School in the Cuttack district. English School in district Cuttack, which is said to 
° be in a lamentable condition, and which therefore 
needs much locking after. | | 


2 


5 Assam Parers, : : 
25. The Paridarsak So eae of the Ist January has the following in 
| nglish :— e 
D Deputy Inspeotor of schools, A recent issue of the Assam Gazette. 
ogy eee 7 publishes the appointment of a new Deputy 
Inspector of Schools for the Cachar district and the fortunate re- 
cipient of the post is the Sub-Inspector of Schools at Silchar, Babu  Beharilal 
Dhar. We are not a little. surprised at the creation of this new post. We 
had he of the propcsal of a new Deputy Inspector for Cachar and a portion 
of Sylhet being under the consideration of the Government, which was a very 
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reasonable 
1 of its own. There are up to now only five middle schools in Cachar, 
and there is no prospect of this number increasi | 

chief duty of a Deputy * is to inspect these middle schools. Does 
the Government think that for the inspection of these five schools a separate 
Deputy Inspector is necessary ? In Sylhet there are 61 middle schools which 


one Deputy Inspector is required to inspect. From the marginal statement 


| showing the number of schools of all classes in the 
Middle Hugin 46". 4 two districts, it would appear that the work of the 
5 . ——— 15 . 1 two Sub-Inspectors of Schools in Cachar was com- 
Upper Primary... 47 11 itively much lighter than that of the five Sub- 
e 9 of Sylhet. The inspection of the prim- 
i ary schools, both upper and lower, and the girls’ 
schools, which are all of the primary stage in the Surma Valley, is the main 
work of a Sub-Inspector. While every Sub-Inspector in Sylhet has to inspect 
on an average 230 such schools, in Cachar a Sub-Inspector has to er 
on average 129 such schools. We are aware of the fact that schools in 
Cachar are more sparsely situated than in Sylhet. Making every allowance 
for tbis difference of conditions, we still hold to our contention that the work 
of the Sub-Inspectors in Sylhet is comparatively much heavier than that of 
those in Cachar. We are, therefore, at a loss to understand what work this 
new Deputy Inspector will have to doin Cachar. The work which was even 
light to two inspecting officers will henceforth be done by three. Does not 
this arrangement look as rather anomalous? Our remarks are apparently 
based on the assumption that a Sub-Inspector will be appointed for the Silchar 
subdivision in the place of Behari Babu, promoted to be Deputy Inspector. 
If, however, the Government be of opinion that one Deputy Inspector and 
one Sub-Inspector only will be enough for Cachar, then the Deputy Inspector 
will have to do the work ordinarily done by a Sub- Inspector in other districts, 


and Behari Babu will have then to continue to do the same work as he 


was doing before as Sub-Inspector. This looks rather derogatory to the 
rank of a Deputy Inspector. If it be the intention of the Government to 
appoint no Sub-Inspector for the Silchar subdivision, then it would seem that 
the object of the authorities in creating this new post was merely to reward 
the services of Behari Babu by an increase of his pay. It does not surely look 
well for a Deputy Inspector to hold, for instance, the reward examination of 
pathsalas. e Cannot therefore persuade ourselves to believe that no Sub- 
Inspector will he appointed for Silchar. And if one is appointed, then there 
will be no sufficient work for the new Deputy Inspector, Cachar alone 
having as it does five middle schools only. In our humble opinion it would 
have been a much better arrangement to include a portion of Sylhet within the 
jurisdiction of this now officer. The work of the Depnty Inspector in Sylhet 
is very heavy. Besides having to inspect 61 middle schools, he has also to 
inspect the aided high schoole, which are four in number. Taking the burden 
of the inspection of the five middle schools in Cachar from off his shoulder 
will not appreciably lighten bis work. We beg therefore to submit that it will 
be better arrangement for inspection of educational work in the Surma Valle 
if for the present the Karimganj subdivision only be comprised within the 
charge f the Deputy Inspector of Cachar having his head-quarters at Silchar, 
who will then have sufficient work todo. We may be permitted to observe 
that it will not be a satisfactory arrangement to have a Deputy Inspector 


stationed at Silchar without any Sub-Inspector to help him or any education 
clerk to take charge of his office, which cannot again furnish sufficient employ- | 


ment for a whole-time man if his jurisdiction is limited to Cachar only. We 


respectfully commend these humble observations to the consideration of the 
Hon'ble the Chief Commissioner. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE; 
| Bengali Translator. 
Bencaul Transcator’s Orricx, oe eee 
Lhe 11th January, 1402. 
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posal, But we fail to understand how Cachar requizes 4 Deputy 
in the near future. The 


